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Drinks
Freshly squeezed orange juice

Freshly brewed Vittoria coffee  
and T Bar tea

Entrée
Individual hand-picked 

 fruit salad

Riverland fruit Bircher  
with shaved apple

Warm croissant fruit loaf  
with Beerenberg preserve

Main 
Scrambled organic egg, Barossa Bacon,  

guacamole, rye bread and grilled haloumi

Breakfast
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Welcome

As we come together during the 38th Australian Dental Congress in Adelaide we also celebrate the 38th 
year since the Academy was established in Australia and New Zealand. The Pierre Fauchard Academy com-
prises more than 11,000 Fellows divided into 142 sections, 55 in the United States and another 87 in many 
other parts of the world, including South America, Europe, Asia, Africa and Australia. 

The Pierre Fauchard Academy is an honorary dental service organisation that was founded in 1936 by Dr 
Elmer S. Best, a Minnesota dentist. One of Dr Best’s concerns was a dental press controlled by commercial 
interests. He wanted the profession to control its own literature. This focus attracted like minds, dental re-
searchers and teachers to its ranks, and led to a continuing role for the Academy in fostering dental science. 

The Academy has its own publication program with Dental World and Dental Abstracts, and has always 
encouraged its Fellows to contribute to dental education and dental literature. Through its Foundation, it 
offers financial support to various dental projects that increase access to care for underserved populations 
and provides scholarships to dental students.

The Academy is named after Pierre Fauchard of France (1678-1761), who is recognised as the "Father of 
Modern Dentistry". Publication of his treatise “Le Chirurgien Dentiste au Traite des Dents” in 1746 is credit-
ed with establishing the practice of dentistry as a profession. It was the first textbook for dentists and con-
tained truly remarkable insights into the nature of dental disease. The title page explained that the book 
will “(teach) the means to maintain teeth in a clean and healthy way, to embellish them, to repair loss and 
to remedy their diseases, with observations and reflections on several singular cases”. Pierre Fauchard and 
his work remains a worthy example for the Academy in 2019. Interestingly, it was the subject of extensive 
peer review featuring 19 of his peers, highly prominent members of society and the medical profession, 
pre-eminent scholars in the fields of science and healing.

The tradition of the Academy reflects the unselfish nature of the publication by Fauchard of what were 
formerly regarded as trade secrets, free for all to use in assisting humanity. The Constitution of the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy lays out objectives that honour Dr Best’s focus on integrity and ethics. 

We now expect you, as Fellows in the Pierre Fauchard Academy, to embrace those objectives.

The Academy selects Fellows who we believe we will bring credit to Dentistry. We seek excellence amongst 
the criteria considered in recruiting new Fellows.

You few have been selected from many.

The Academy provides you with recognition for your progress within the profession. As we gather here 
today, we support and honour you, our colleagues, for the distinguished work within your own practices, 
in research contributions, and public service, by providing distinction in education, and leadership in oral 
health care. In return we ask that PFA Fellows become role models for the advancement of dentistry to the 
highest level. Fellowship in the Academy is by nomination and is granted to honour past accomplishments 
in the field of dentistry but also to encourage future leadership. 

Above all else, it is our hope that you will recognise and grow leaders in your profession, your communities 
and in our society. The Academy Membership are dentists who are among the most outstanding leaders in 
various fields of dentistry, and we congratulate all new Fellows.

On behalf of the Region 8 Board, thank you for joining with us in welcoming the new Fellows during their 
Induction Ceremony.

Dr Patrick J Meaney
President │International Trustee Region VIII
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Officers Region VIII 

2018 Region VIII Pierre Fauchard Scholarships

Dr Patrick Meaney
President

Dr Richard Sawers AM | International Board of 
Trustees, Immediate Past President

Dr Deb Cockrell | International Trustee
NSW Chair and Secretary

Dr Greg Gee
WA Chair and Treasurer

Dr Christos Pazios 
SA/NT Chair

Dr Susan Wise
Vic and Tas Chair

Dr Andrew Thomson
QLD Chair

Dr Peter Cathro
NZ Chair

A. Gordon Rowell CBE
Kenneth Sutherland

David Southan
Sybille Lechner

Jonathan Rogers
Mark Sinclair

Richard Sawers AM
Patrick Meaney

The following are the criteria for awarding of the $1000 Scholarship. The  selected student must be 
enrolled in the 2018 academic year but they must not graduate in 2018. They should demonstrate great 
potential for developing into an outstanding leader in the profession because of their participation in the 
University, the dental school or the community. The nominee should be an “above average” student in 
his/her academic performance. The qualities of integrity, imagination, initiative and communication skills 
should enter into the selection process as well as the recipients need for financial support.

This award is granted to a student from each Dental School in Australia, New Zealand and Fiji on the rec-
ommendations of the Dean or Head of School for excellence in his or her coursework, written assignments 
and/or related activities during the 2018 academic year.

The Board is grateful to the Oral Health Foundation of the Pierre Fauchard Academy for their generous 
financial support of these scholarships.

University of Sydney
Anthony Yammine

LaTrobe University
Jesse Liang

James Cook University
Renee Aitkin

Otago University
Eden Ross

Charles Sturt University
Stephanie Holls

University of Adelaide
Siong Sheng Eng

University of QLD
Lani Guy

University of Fiji
Sylvia Nand

University of Melbourne
Annesley Bryan

University of WA
Emma Turner

Griffith University
Nick Del Din
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Master of Ceremonies
Dr Greg Gee

Welcome
International Trustee   

Associate Professor Deb Cockrell 

Immediate Past President,  
International Board of Trustees

Dr Richard Sawers AM       
            

Executive Director,  
PFA Central Office
Ms Loralie Lowder            

                                         
President,  

PFA International Board of Trustees
Dr Cheri Newman  

Induction of New Fellows           
Dr Cheri Newman  

Induction Oath
Dr Cheri Newman                          

Welcome to New Fellows
President Region VIII
Dr Patrick Meaney

Group Photo 
(outside the Ballroom)

Programme  
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Membership in the Pierre Fauchard Academy is a distinct honour. Fellowship is bestowed only on 
those who have made significant contributions to the Dental Profession.

You have been chosen by your colleagues because of your accomplishments; specifically, your 
efforts to maintain high professional standards, as well as your activities to gain and share knowl-
edge for the benefit of the dental profession and the public we serve.

Those who proposed you believe that you represent and possess the highest principals of ethics 
and professionalism.

Fellowship in the Academy implies your acceptance of an added obligation. That obligation is to 
further advance the profession with an even greater commitment to service.

In order that each of you approach this Fellowship with a keen sense of the privilege of associ-
ation with your colleagues that have been previously honoured, and so that you may better un-
derstand the responsibility of fellowship in the Pierre Fauchard Academy we ask that you publicly 
ascribe to the following pledge:

I will read that pledge for you:

Recognising that the Pierre Fauchard Academy seeks to exemplify and 
support the highest traditions of dental professionalism around the world, I 

hereby accept as a condition of fellowship it's principles and objectives.

Therefore, let it be known that I Pledge myself, as a fellow of the Pierre 
Fauchard Academy, to uphold to the best of my ability, the honour and 

dignity of the dental profession and of the Academy.

I pledge that I will conform my professional and personal practices to the 
high moral and ethical standards which the Academy exemplifies. 

To succeed in this high calling, I pledge to devote my best efforts to a 
continuation of the development of knowledge and skill for myself and 

others in the art and science of dentistry.

Please indicate your acceptance of this Pledge by saying "I do" 

Fellowship Charge Pledge

Dr Cheri Newman– President, International Board of Trustees    
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2019 Inductees

ANDREW J BARNES

Since graduation, Andrew has enjoyed a long history of service at both Branch and 
Federal levels for the Australian Dental Association. He has served as the ADAVB 
President and has served on many committees to progress the interests of fellow 
dentists and to improve the health of the community. He has also given long ser-
vice to public policy with the Departments of Health, and Veterans’ Affairs.

JOHN BERKETA

John graduated from the University of Adelaide. He has practised for over 38 years 
and is a Uuniversity lecturer. John has continued postgraduate studies completing 
his PhD in 2016. He has published various articles and book chapters, is a peer 
reviewer, has been granted awards and has presented as an invited speaker both 
nationally and internationally. His main passion is in dental investigation and solving 
dental problems. Working with extremely worn and broken down dentitions and 
restoring health, function and pride to patients gives him great satisfaction.

JULEE BIRCH

Julee is a suburban general dental practitioner who been on the Sunshine 
Coast since 1990, returning to Queensland after 10 years living and working 
interstate and overseas. She commenced her own practice at Mountain Creek 
in 1996. Since 2008, Julee has been the Sunshine Coast Councillor for the ADA 
Queensland Branch, serving as only the second woman President of ADAQ in 
2016. She has held various positions within ADA, both at State and National 
levels, as well as acting in a voluntary capacity as the Queensland Chair for 
the National Dental Foundation charity. She is a current Board member for 
the Australian Dental Health Foundation charity and member of the local PHN 
Clinical Advisory Council. Julee is particularly interested in supporting women in 
dental practice and dental practitioner well-being.

PETRINA BOWDEN

Petrina has enjoyed a varied dental experience in three Australian states as well 
as working overseas. She was in private dental practice for 34 years in Melbourne, 
Darwin and Brisbane. Petrina has been a supervisor and examiner for dental 
students at University of Queensland, Griffith and Melbourne both in in city and 
rural clinics, and as an Examiner and Accreditor for the Australian Dental Council. She 
was responsible for the establishment and management of permanent volunteer 
dental clinic in Sihanoukville, Cambodia with the charity M’Lop Tapang where 
she provided dental treatment and oral health promotion for the street children 
and their families in Sihanoukville. Petrina is also a Consultant for the provision 
of dental services to NGO and Rotary groups working in Chang Rai with northern 
Thai hill tribes, a consultant for dental service for treatment of child refugees and a 
consultant for provision of dental services to the Balibo clinic in Timor.



8

2019 Inductees cont.

MARK D BOWMAN

Mark is a general practitioner, He has a had significant and ongoing roles in Federal 
and Vic Branch ADA, and Australian Society of Periodontology. He has enjoyed 
participating in local and overseas volunteer groups and representing the profession 
at DVA and Department of Health.

PAUL A BRUNTON

Paul qualified in 1984 from the University of Leeds in the UK. He was appointed 
Professor in 2004 and is currently a registered Specialist in Prosthodontics. He was 
appointed Dean to the Faculty of Dentistry at the University of Otago, NZ in 2014. 
Paul has published a large volume of clinical research, including 89 peer reviewed 
manuscripts, 4 books and 3 book chapters. Paul currently serves as Pro-Vice-
Chancellor for Health Sciences at the University of Otago.

JO-ANNE CHERRY

Jo-Anne has found general dental practice to be a very satisfying career. She enjoys 
the challenges of treating a variety of patients and finds that teaching encourages 
her to keep up with emerging knowledge and technology. She learned a great deal 
more about the profession through her involvement with the ADA. Jo Anne says that 
she was fortunate to be able to work part time while her son and daughter were 
young so that she now enjoys family life at a slower pace as there seems to be some 
more time to devote to other interests such as fitness, classical music and travel.

DYMPHNA J CUDMORE

Dymphna’s passion finds expression in treating disadvantaged  
groups and engaging other providers such as nurses, carers and  
pharmacists to be more involved with their oral care.  She relaxes  
by gardening and enjoying time with her 2 children, 5 grand- 
children and partner Peter.

Dental needle-nose pliers designed by Fauchard in the late 17th 
century to use in prosthodontics.
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2019 Inductees cont.

DAVID J CURNOW

David is a general dental practitioner in private practice who has been involved in 
ADA activities since soon after graduation, a commitment that continues to evolve. 
He currently chairs the Federal Schedule and Third Parties Committee. Participation 
in volunteer activities both locally and in overseas teams has contributed to a varied 
and fulfilling career.

BOB B CVETKOVIC

Bob graduated from Melbourne university in 1979, and worked as a private 
practitioner ever since. Bob served on the ADAVB council from 2006-2016, and was 
elected as President from 2014-2015. He has an interest in advancing the science 
and practice of clinical communication in healthcare.

NADIA A DOBROMILSKY

Nadia is a general dentist working in South Melbourne, Victoria. She gained her 
BDS from The University of Adelaide in 2004. Nadia then moved back to Tasmania 
where she grew up and worked in Hobart. While there she became involved in the 
ADA Tasmanian Branch, eventually going on to become Branch President in 2010. 
She has been involved in the ADA Victorian Branch, and the eviDent Foundation 
since moving to Victoria in 2012. She is passionate about dental care equality and 
practice-based dental research.

DANIEL S FARMER

Dan graduated from the University of Adelaide with his Bachelor of Dental Surgery 
degree in 1993 and Masters of Dental Surgery (Endodontics) in 2001 and has 
been in specialist endodontic practice since this time. He gained Fellowship to the 
Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons in 2003 and has since been awarded 
Fellowship of the International College of Dentists and the Academy of Dentistry 
International. Dan has been a clinical lecturer and tutor in endodontics at the 
Ddental Sschool, University of Adelaide since 1996, at both an undergraduate and 
post graduate level. He currently holds the position of the Senior Visiting Cconsultant 
in endodontics. He is a past state and federal President of the Australian Society of 
Endodontology. Dan has been invited to lecture throughout Australia on an array of 
endodontic topics and on dental trauma.
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2019 Inductees cont.

GEORGES M FAST

Georges is a general practitioner working in Brighton, Victoria. He has served on 
Federal and State ADA committees as well as on Standards Australia committees. He 
was an ADAVB councillor from 1988-94. He has served as Past President of the Vic-
torian IADR materials group and was a member of the working party that produced 
the current MH and MRC radiation guidelines. He is a regular contributor to dental 
publications; he has lectured extensively on practice administration, materials and 
equipment at meetings and congresses throughout Australia and France.

ASHLEY D FREEMAN

Ashley graduated dux from the University of Adelaide in 2008. He became a fellow 
of the RACDS in 2012 achieving the Christensen Medal for the highest mark in 
the primary exams. Ashley has been involved with the ADA since graduation and 
was the Northern Territory branch secretary from 2012 to 2016. He was Branch 
President from 2016 to 2018. He maintains his private practice in Darwin and has 
been a volunteer with the Timor L’Este dental program since 2016.

SIMON R FREEZER

Simon left Tasmania to study dentistry at Adelaide University at the age of 16, 
returning to Adelaide two years after graduation to specialise in Orthodontics. He 
has enjoyed a lifetime commitment to the profession, through private practice, 
Adelaide University and his involvement in various professional societies.

MARK N GALAZ

Mark has been involved in dentistry for 45 years as the recent 40 year Graduation 
reunion would testify. He has always had a passion for education, and has been 
constantly active in ongoing education. He has an interest in dental lasers, 
conservative dentistry and the dental community.

WILLIAM N HA

William graduated with a BDSc from the University of Queensland in 2007 and 
completed a PhD (Endodontic Biomaterials) in 2017. He is an active member of the 
Australian Society of Endodontology and is involved in endodontic research and 
teaching. William has published 13 peer-reviewed articles, notably in the Journal of 
Endodontics, Australian Endodontic Journal, Australian Dental Journal and Materials. 
He has published three apps, including Dental Prescriber, an application to help 
dentists prescribes medicines faster and with no errors, BraceMate, an application 
to help orthodontic patients care for their braces and Express Referrals for FDS, a 
digital referral pad for periodontal and oral medicine practices..



11

2019 Inductees cont.

ANNE HARRISON

Anne is a specialist endodontist with an interest in teaching and collaborating 
with colleagues to improve the dental health of our community and the 
standard of dental care in Australia. Completing my training at The University of 
Melbourne, she lives in Melbourne and runs a practice in Albury/Wodonga and 
in Moonee Ponds.

MATTHEW S HOPCRAFT

Matt Hopcraft is a Dental Public Health expert with more than 20 years experience 
in teaching, research and clinical practice. He has worked in the Australian Army, 
public and private dental practice, and as the Director of Clinical Education at 
Melbourne University. He is currently the CEO of the Australian Dental Association 
Victorian Branch, having previously served as Branch President. He co-founded 
SugarFree Smiles to advocate for oral health through healthy eating.

ZHENG JAY HSING

Jay is passionate about dentistry, whether working as a team or mentoring dental 
students. The ability to make a positive difference to my patients has been both 
a privilege and a responsibility that has been tremendously rewarding for him. 
As part of that commitment, Zheng Jay is involved with the Tzu‐Chi Foundation, 
an international humanitarian NGO with over 10 million members. The Brisbane 
branch holds free clinic days for recently‐arrived refugees. Zheng Jay first 
volunteered as an undergraduate to be a dental assistant, and then as a dentist 
and more recently as one of the Team Leaders.

FARID KAHN

Farid is the current director of the Queensland Dental Group. He has a long track 
record in the organisation of dental continuing professional development. He 
has led an international collaboration of thirteen contributing authors co editing 
and contributing chapters to compile a text book, Tooth Wear the ABC of Worn 
Dentition, and has co-authored two further text books on tooth wear and dental 
erosion. Under his leadership the Queensland Dental Group Awards were initiated 
and have assisted more than 200 final year dental undergraduate students, 
from across Australia, from seven universities across four states, to participate 
in conference events in recent years to promote the development of the next 
generation of clinicians and colleagues.
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2019 Inductees cont.

GEOFF M KNIGHT

Geoff Knight is a general dentist and internationally noted speaker with interests 
in minimal intervention aesthetic dentistry. He has pioneered a number of 
procedures including the pharmacological treatment of caries and is named on 
several dental patents. He has participated on many ADA committees and was 
Branch President of the ADAVB in 1996.

ROHAN KRISHNAN

Rohan is passionate about dentistry; both in furthering the profession clinically, 
and academically. He believes that a sound tertiary curriculum as well as a 
supportive professional body is the optimal way of ensuring ‘best practice’. Rohan 
is committed to remaining heavily involved in both spheres going forward.

HARLEEN KUMAR

Dr Kumar is a Paediatric Dentist who obtained her BDSc and DCD qualifications 
from The University of Melbourne. She completed two Fellowships and thereafter 
continued as a consultant at Boston Children’s Hospital, USA. Harleen was 
Faculty and Lecturer at Harvard School of Dental Medicine for almost four years 
before being appointed as Head of Department of Paediatric Dentistry at Sydney 
Hospital, Sydney Australia. 

KENNETH LEE

Kenneth has a particular interest in implantology and all things dentofacial. He 
believes in raising the bar for the profession, especially Australian dentists. He is 
a foundation lecturer for IAADent to help general dentists better their diagnostic 
and clinical skills.

Late 17th-century surgical instruments made by Pierre 
Fauchard during his research in oral surgery, (from left to 
right) a saw, two kinds of forceps, (bottom from left to right) 
two kinds of files and a gimlet.



TRUDY YH LIN

Trudy is working as a public health dentist providing care for patients with 
special needs at the South Australian Dental Service. She has a strong interest 
in education and research and is a tutor for the undergraduate dentistry course 
at the University of Adelaide. Trudy is passionate about providing dental care to 
vulnerable populations and has been involved in volunteer dental aid to remote 
communities through the Royal Flying Doctors Service and overseas in Cambodia 
and Vietnam through Australian Health Humanitarian Aid.

KAVITA P LOBO

Kavita is an organised, consistent and well-reasoned dentist with 19 years 
experience as a General Dental Practitioner. She has been heavily involved in the 
regulatory aspect of dentistry in NSW and is the current Deputy President of the 
Dental Council of NSW.

STEVE C MASON

Steve was born and raised in country South Australia. He has three children with 
wife and fellow dentist Camilla Lock. A dual career in private practice and the Royal 
Australian Air Force has allowed Steve the privilege of serving both his patients 
and his country. He enjoys being able to contribute to the profession of dentistry 
which has given him so much.

JOHN M MCINTYRE AM

John gained his BDSc from the University of Queensland in 1961 and has spent 
a varied career in private practice and university teaching since that time. As 
director of dental health at the Royal Adelaide Hospital from 1973 he was 
involved in the first civilian dental hygienist course in Australia. From 2006 
to 2018 he was an honorary visiting Professor of Dentistry at the University 
of Papua New Guinea and served as Dean of the Faculty at the University of 
Adelaide Dental School from 1983-84 and again from 1991-92. He has research 
interests in preventative and conservative dentistry especially fluoride erosion, 
root caries and management of high caries risk patients, with over 42 peer 
reviewed journal articles and three book chapters. 
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2019 Inductees cont.
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2019 Inductees cont.

ELIZABETH ANNE MILFORD

Elizabeth has an interest in professional ethics and clinical communication and brings 
this interest to her activities at the ADA, as a lecturer at the University of Melbourne 
and as a professional mentor for dentists who have had received complaints from a 
regulatory body.

KOE EAN ONG

Ean was a foundation member of the Northern Territory branch of the ADA and 
served three years as President. He would like to see Dental Health as front and 
centre of Primary Healthcare, noting that we (and our patients) are the product 
of what we eat and do in life. Ean is still as enthusiastic about dentistry as when 
he began is dental career, noting that he wishes he was just starting out as he has 
found the practise of dentistry challenging but also a lot of fun.

ELEANORE OWEN

Eleanore has served in a variety of roles for the Australian Dental Association 
(SA Branch) and has a strong commitment to maintaining high standards in 
our profession.  Being an ambassador for dentistry, truly helping others, clinical 
excellence, conservative management and exceptional care are important values 
for her, as is continued learning. 

EVANGELOS V PAPAGEORGIOU

Since graduating in 1993 from the University of Adelaide, Angelo has been 
practising as private general dental practitioner at two practice locations (solo 
and in partnership). In addition he has had experience in both the public dental 
sector as a clinician and University of Adelaide as a clinical tutor. Angelo has been 
heavily involved in the profession in various capacities and in particular with the 
ADA Inc. and ADASA. He is keen on continuing professional development and 
the promotion of education and awareness of matters relating to oral health and 
dentistry to both the public and profession. 

Late 17th-century surgical instruments made 
by Pierre Fauchard during his research in oral 
surgery including forceps and gimlets.
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2019 Inductees cont.

ELEANOR J PARKER

Eleanor is committed to supporting undergraduate dental students to develop 
into good clinicians who understand and care about the contributions they can 
make to the communities in which they work as well to the broader society.  She 
is particularly passionate about improving health outcomes for disadvantaged 
groups such Indigenous Australians, refugees and people who have experienced 
homelessness, through research and the development of a future profession 
committed to delivering good care that is tailored to the needs of such groups. 
Eleanor received the Pierre Fauchard Academy undergraduate Certificate of 
Merit in 2000.

ALAN R REID

For more than 30 years, Alan has dedicated himself to the education of the 
profession at all levels.  He has developed numerous innovative training programs 
and he has been recognised both nationally and internationally for his efforts.

MICHAEL J RUTHERFORD

Michael has been a general practitioner in Brisbane for 29 years. He has served in 
the RAADC including service as Officer Commanding. He has served on the ADAQ 
treatment complaint panel and supervised Oral Surgery teaching at The University 
of Queensland Dental School. Michael is currently senior dento-legal advisor for 
Dental Protection Limited Australia and provides lectures to dental schools and 
education days on risk management.

GITIKA SANGHVI

Gitika is a General Practitioner in Melbourne. She is the Vice President ADAVB; 
Councillor since 2013 and Chair of an ADC Ad Hoc Committee from 2017-2018. 
She serves as Chair of Recent Graduates and Students Committee 2010-2011 and 
was a Health Sector Leadership graduate 2012. Gitika is a Member of Cobram 
Health Services’ Water Fluoridation Committee and past clinical demonstrator and 
mentor for dental students and new graduates.

CHRISTOPHER R SANZARO

Chris graduated from The University of Adelaide in 2003. After working in both 
public and private sectors in Queensland and Victoria, Chris moved to Launceston, 
Tasmania where he now owns and operates a private general dental practice. 
Chris has been involved in the ADA both at a state and federal level and is 
currently on the council of both the Tasmanian and Federal bodies of the ADA.
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2019 Inductees cont.

ROB SHEA

A practicing dentist for over 35 years, Dr Rob Shea's major clinical and research 
interest lies in the use of oral devices for the treatment of obstructive sleep 
apnea. Currently co-chair of the Australasian Sleep Association Dental Sleep 
Medicine Council, Rob plays a leading role in educating dentists about sleep 
medicine, lecturing extensively across Australia. From 2011-2014, he was 
the Senior Lecturer in Dental Sleep Medicine at The University of Adelaide 
Dental School where he was instrumental in developing the Graduate Diploma 
programme in Dental Sleep Medicine.

WARREN SHNIDER

Warren is a registered Specialist in Special Needs Dentistry. He is the Head of 
the Integrated Special Needs Dentistry Unit at The Royal Dental Hospital of 
Melbourne and is also in specialist private practice. Warren is the Academic 
Lead in Special Needs Dentistry at the Latrobe University. He is a Fellow and 
Executive Councillor of the Royal Australasian College of Dental Surgeons and a 
Councillor of the Australian Dental Association Victorian Branch. He is a member 
of the regional committee of the International College of Dentists. He is an 
examiner and an Accreditation Assessor for the Australian Dental Council, a 
Specialist advisor and educator for the Australian Health Practitioners Regulation 
Agency and also serves as a member of the equivalence panel of the Dental 
Board of Australia.

AXEL SPAHR

Axel is the former Head of Periodontics at the University of Ulm and has worked 
at various international universities and research facilities. His research interest 
includes periodontal  and bone regeneration, periodontitis and systemic 
diseases, as well as dental implants and peri-implant diseases. Axel is the past 
President of the Periodontal Research Group of the International Association of 
Dental Research (IADR).

GAUTAM SRIDHAR

Gautam is a practising dentist with nineteen years’ experience as a general 
practitioner. He has been involved in all aspects of the profession from teaching 
and lecturing to executive advisory roles in various professional organisations 
and is an expert reviewer for the healthcare complaints commission in NSW.



SUMA SUKUMAR

Suma completed her undergraduate training in Adelaide and her postgraduate 
specialist training in the field of Oral Medicine/ Oral Pathology in Sydney. She 
currently works as a Conjoint Staff Specialist in Oral Medicine at Westmead Cen-
tre for Oral Health and is Senior Lecturer at the University of Western Sydney. 
She is involved in clinical and academic teaching of undergraduate and postgrad-
uate dental students as well as mentoring junior dentists in the dental manage-
ment of complex medical patients and mucosal pathology. She is a Fellow of the 
Royal Australian College of Dental Surgeons and an invited examiner in histology 
and pathology for the primary examination, as well as Oral Medicine for the final 
section of the general stream. Suma is a fellow of the Oral Medicine Academy of 
Australasia where she sits on the education and scientific subcommittee.  

ANTONIA P SURACE

Toni is totally passionate about dentistry and dedicated to developing people. 
She is focused on helping dental professionals become the best possible version 
of themselves and in doing so providing exceptional care for their patients.  

MONICA E THOMSON

Monica has had more than 30 years of experience as a dental practitioner, 
including government service, private practice and clinical supervision at 
the University of Queensland Dental School. In addition, she practiced as a 
barrister from 1996 – 2000. She currently holds a Senior Dental Officer position, 
supervising dental students at the UQ Oral Health Centre.

JOSHUA S TIRRELL

Joshua is a 2003 Adelaide University graduate devoted  
to delivering general dentistry to the highest standard  
in his private practice. He is passionate about streng- 
thening the wider dental community through  
mentorship programmes for students and graduates,  
while giving back through local and international  
volunteering programmes.
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2019 Inductees cont.

Early 18th century diagram made by doctor Fauchard 
on his book where he shows the procedure involved in 
denture construction.
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2019 Inductees cont.

ERIKA VINCZER

Erika is a specialist Endodontist in Adelaide.  She served in the Australian Army 
from 1991-2006 and was deployed with the RAMSI force to the Solomon 
Islands. She served on the Dental Board and has remained actively involved with 
Australian Society of Endodontology as state Secretary, Treasurer and President 
(2009-2012) as well as in the ADA, South Australia and the International College of 
Dentists.  Erika is involved in teaching undergraduate students as a Senior lecturer 
and also presenting to general dental practitioners.

PETER WALTHAM

Peter was Dental Superintendent at Cairns Base Hospital 1980-83 while 
also providing service to rural and remote indigenous patients. He founded 
Sandringham Dental practice in 1987 which he still maintains. He was an active 
volunteer with the Australia Vietnam Dental Health Project in 2009. Since 
2011 he has been the Victorian State Chair of the Australian Dental Health 
Foundation, working pro bono to provide service to the underprivileged.

MARTIN ES WEBB

Martin has been actively involved in the ADA since graduating from UQ in 1990, 
serving on the Executive of the Sunshine Coast sub-branch, then moving onto 
ADAQ State Council in 2000. He served as ADAQ State Branch President in 2007. 
In 2014 he was elected to the ADA Federal Council and is now serving as Executive 
Councillor on the highest governing body in Australia, ADA Federal Executive.

JUDITH WERNER

For many years Judith was a dentist in private practice working in both the 
country and the city. In addition, Judith took up the role as a casual clinical 
educator at the Sydney Dental School with an aim simply to pass on her 
knowledge and experience to the next generation of dentists. Ultimately, she 
became a lecturer at the University of Sydney Dental School motivated by her 
enthusiasm for the education and clinical training of dental students. Judith’s 
principal focus is clinical teaching in the final years of the dentistry with her main 
area of research centred on clinical education with an emphasis on consistency 
of clinical assessment and feedback by clinical educators.



VALERIE WOODFORD

Valerie has provided over 36 years of service to public sector dentistry as a 
general dentist and since 1994 as a Periodontist. She established specialist 
periodontal services at the Brisbane Dental Hospital and provided periodontal 
services to intellectually-impaired adults and children under GA during this time. 
Valerie was involved in undergraduate student supervision at the University 
of Queensland and introduced a mentoring program at the Brisbane Dental 
Hospital where post-graduate periodontics students from the UQ, and later, 
Griffith University gained valuable experience in treating public sector patients. 
She was involved in the introduction of implant services at the Dental Hospital 
and is currently involved in post-graduate supervision at the UQ Oral Health 
Centre in addition to maintaining a clinical practice.

BENLEE YAP

Benlee is a dual-qualified specialist orthodontist and General Dentist. Originally 
from Sydney, he completed his undergraduate degree at the University of 
Adelaide, obtaining his specialist qualification in Orthodontics there as well. He 
spreads his time between private and public practices and enjoys research into 
orthodontic treatment.

KENG SOON YEOH

Keng served on the ADASA Recent Graduate Committee from 2011 to2017 and 
as chair 2016-17. He has an interest in Special Needs Dentistry. Keng believes 
there is a strong need to provide better oral health care to the general public 
and especially people with special needs. Continuing education, research, 
improving clinical applicability and passing-on of knowledge to fellow colleagues 
are of paramount importance to the profession.

Christopher Barker 

Stephen Cottrell

Ivan Darby

Prashanth Dhanpal

Christopher Evans

Tom Jaunay

Russell Lain

Som-Ling Leung

Darryl Mercieca

Angie Nillson

Jacinta Vu

Awarded in absentia
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First edition of Fauchard’s pioneering work in the field of modern dentistry. Fauchard’s 
Le chirurgien dentiste was the first work on the subject to synthesise the theoretical 
and practical knowledge of dentistry available to him at the time. In the first volume, 
Fauchard gave a good description of the anatomy of the teeth, set forth rules for their 
cleaning and preservation, commented that neglect of the teeth is the chief cause of 
their decay, and devoted a chapter to tartar. He classified dental maladies into three 
groups and identified more than one hundred morbid conditions. As a result of Fau-
chard´s comprehensive treatment of his subject, his book became the first worthwile 
textbook of dentistry.


